ABSTRACT
TEXT INTRODUCTION
The "growing academic interest" for the research of the external role of subnational governments (SALOMON; NUNES, 2007) is complemented by the increase of the foreign relations activities done by the Brazilian subnational governments (PRAZERES, 2004) . In the last 20 years, activities such as the ones aforementioned can be observed in Rio Grande do Sul (SALOMON; NUNES, 2007) , São Paulo and Bahia (ALMEIDA, 2012) , for example. Although these activities are a reality, there are a certain degree of questioning regarding its legitimacy (RODRIGUES, 2008) . This paper aims to discuss the hypothesis suggested in the article written by Salomon and Nunes, which states that "both in structures, procedures and in substance, the foreign activities" (SALOMON; NUNES, 2007, p. 140 ) of a subnational government [in Brazil ] is related to the central government. Thus, the matter is addressed here considering that there is a greater degree of foreign relations activity in the subnational units in which the dominant political coalition matches the dominant political coalition in the central government.
The verification of the hypothesis will be attained through an analysis of the expenditures declared by the Brazilian subnational federal states (estados) found in the Brazilian National Treasure Office (Secretaria do Tesouro Nacional), from 1995 to 2012, thus covering a period with two distinct dominant political coalitions in the country.
Hence, a qualitative analysis of the quantitative data found, along with information about the dominant political parties in the Brazilian subnational states in that period will be performed.
Since this research is still halfway through in its elaboration process, the conclusions are yet to be presented. Hence, the discussion here will but present useful data that will allow partially conclusions to be extracted and reached in this moment.
Paradiplomacy in Brazil
The analysis about the foreign activities done by non-central or subnational governments, are very diverse. They are related to the Development Theory -more precisely, to the Endogenous Development Theory -dealing with both the concept of development and with paradiplomacy (ALMEIDA, 2012) .
What is the nature of these foreign activities? Mônica Salomon and Carmen Nunes discussed the matter in their article, summarizing many research documents about this topic that bring concepts and terms such as "paradiplomacy", "constituent It is accepted, for this particular paper, the definition of paradiplomacy presented by Soldatos (1990) , which states that paradiplomatic activities are the ones that comprise international relations of non-central governments. It has to be acknowledged here that the conceptual discussions about this matter is broadly present in other academic works, as for example the articles that deal with the differentiation between Paradiplomacy and Decentralized Cooperation, by distinguishing the actors involved in the foreign activities of non-central governments (CEZÁRIO; ANDRADE,
2008).
Another research field regarding Paradiplomacy is about the determinant factors for its activities. Soldatos (1990) analyzes the determinant factors for the existence of paradiplomatic activities in three levels: local, federal and external. In 
Preliminary data analysis
From the data archives of the Brazilian National Treasury Office (Secretaria do Tesouro Nacional), financial reports regarding expenditures from each of the subnational Brazilian states can be found. The expenditures analyzed were those reported as Foreign Relations (Relações Exteriores). A profound analysis of the data below is yet to be made, which gives room for questions such as if there were other foreign relation activities performed by states that had their expenses declared under a different category.
We acknowledge that there are states which didn't declare any expenses under Foreign Relations and that even so have widely known paradiplomatic (or decentralized cooperation) activities -such as Rio de Janeiro for example. Hence, it is worth mentioning that there is no expressed attempt in here to assume more than a possible correlation between political identity between the leading coalitions in local and central governments and the subnational foreign relations activity. expenses; hence will not be considered for our preliminary analysis.
The table below will display the political parties that were dominant in the eight states above. The political party displayed will be the governor's party. This choice was made considering that the parties analyzed for the Brazilian central government are the President's. The data for the table was gathered from several sources, the resulting table is available on request, and it contains data from all Brazilian states from 1995 to 2012. Unfortunately, the present paper acknowledges that there is still much to be observed in order to present a secure conclusion regarding the matter, from the analyzed data -it will be done in a future moment. Regardless of that awareness, it can be easily said that the hypothesis presented by Salomon and Nunes (SALOMON; NUNES, 2007, p. 140 ) at the conclusion of their work, is not valid when verified empirically.
